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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The replacement drawing sheets filed 12-20-2004 are NOT acceptable because they are 
not properly labelled as such. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 (inadvertently typed as "5-6" in the previously Office action) are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fisher et al (US 4,933,526) (previously 
cited). 

Fisher shows a microwave cooking tray (10) comprising a base (11) having at least two 
compartments (cavities 12, 13, 14, 15), each compartment having a bottom surface defining a 
pattern, the bottom surface of one of said compartments defining a first pattern and a bottom 
surface of a second of said compartments defining a second pattern, wherein said first and 
second patterns are distinct and each designed for optimal cooking of a particular type of food 
product (It is pointed out that the term "optimal" is highly relative and does not have a standard 
definition in the art of cooking, it is submitted that Fisher meets the claimed intended function as 
it teaches to use cavity shape to conform with food type. Fisher states at col. 3, lines 3-13, that 
the cavities preferably will vary in geometry to simulate the normal variations and distribution 
encountered in a naturally occurring finished food items); and a covering film 16 secured to said 
base and sealing each compartment (see Figures 1 and 2 and col. 2, line 65 - col. 3, line 49). 
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4. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stone (US 4,866,232) (newly cited). 

Stone shows a microwave cooking tray (221) comprising a base (as shown in Figure 
10) having at least two compartments (X, Y Z), each compartment having a bottom surface 
defining a pattern, the bottom surface of one of said compartments defining a first pattern (F) 
and a bottom surface of a second of said compartments defining a second pattern (IP or III'), 
wherein said first and second patterns are distinct and each designed for optimal cooking of a 
particular type of food product (the patterns I', IF, IIF are formed of metallized ink deposit on 
predetermined surfaces of a food packaged to obtain areas of enhanced heat according to 
different food, see col. 7, lines 42-63). Although the patterns in Figure 1 1 are formed on the 
outer container 223, it also clearly states that "in lieu of the metallized ink being deposited on the 
bottom panel of the bottom section, it may be deposited directly onto either the exterior or 
interior surface of a predetermined number of the compartments (X, Y, Z). Furthermore, in 
certain instances it may be desirable that either the entire interior or exterior surface of the 
container have deposited thereon the metallized ink" (see Figures 9-1 1 and col. 6, line 36 - col. 
7, line 23). 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fisher et 
al (US 4,933,526), in view of Matos (US 5,780,824) (newly cited). 

As set forth above Fisher shows every feature as claimed except for a different venting 
arrangement. It shows the use of holes in the cover 16 for venting stem during cooking (see col. 
5, line 49-52). Matos shows a microwave food package 1 with a vent (7, 25) having a seal 12 
which is responsive to the predetermined pressure to automatically vent the package (see Figures 
1-3 and col. 2, line 66 - col. 3, line9 and col. 4, lines 12 - 41). It would have been obvious to an 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Fisher to use a vent which automatically opens upon a 
predetermined pressure for better heating result, in view of the teaching of Matos. 

7. Claims 4 and 8 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stone (US 4,866,232), in view of Matos (US 5,780,824). 

As set forth above Stone shows every feature as claimed except for the use of a vent. 
However, the use of a cover to seal a food tray is a necessary and routine practice in the art of 
food packages. Anyway, Matos shows a microwave food package 1 with a vent (7, 25) having a 
seal 12 which is responsive to the predetermined pressure to automatically vent the package (see 
Figures 1-3 and col. 2, line 66 - col. 3, line9 and col. 4, lines 12 - 41). It would have been 
obvious to an ordinary skill in the art to modify Stone to provide a vent in the cover which 
automatically opens upon a predetermined pressure for better heating result, in view of the 
teaching of Matos. 
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8. Applicant's arguments filed 12-20-2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The broadly worded limitations "bottom surface defining a pattern" and "first and 
second patterns are distinct from each other" do not define over Fisher. As pointed out above, 
Fisher shows in Figures 1 and 2 and at col. 3, lines 3-13, that the cavities preferably will vary in 
geometry to simulate the normal variations and distribution encountered in a naturally occurring 
finished food items. As the cavities 12-15 have different shapes and cross sections, the bottom 
surfaces definitely are different in patterns, for instance, the cross section of cavity 12 is 
rectangular and is triangular for cavity 13. Therefore, at least the cavities 12 and 13 have a 
bottom surface defining a first pattern and a second pattern distinct from each other. There is no 
structure for "bottom surface pattern" defined in the claims and therefore must be given the 
broadest interpretation. Furthermore, Stone which shows a microwave package with different 
ink deposit patterns on the food compartments also meets the claimed structure for the reasons 
set forth. Also, the use of steam operated venting arrangement is well known in the art of 
microwave food packages, to provide the same on any microwave food packages to prevent 
sogginess and to reduce pressure buildup would have been a matter of routine practice and 
requires no hindsight teaching. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip H Leung whose telephone number is (571) 272-4782. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans can be reached on (571) 472-4777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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